
Hi everybody, 
Spring is here so that means everyone is busy in the garden, working on the lawnmower, cleaning gutters, going to track 
meets, starting baseball practice, and that doesn’t even consider the fact that most of us have a job, farm or business or 
all three on top of that.  Who has time to read? If you are like me reading time is always short in the spring.  So, instead of 
trying to read a big book you have pick out short things that are easy to read and easy to digest or a short video to 
watch.  Here are few of both to help get you started. 
  
Agroecology "What it is and what is has to offer" is a great introduction to agroecology that is a very easy read. Only 20 
pages or so. 
  
Microbes Help Grow Better Crops is a great short three pager. 

This 10 minute Cover Crops 101 Video  examines several of the different species of cover crops on the market today. 
Learn the characteristics and benefits of planting legumes, grasses, cereals, and more. If you're new to cover crops, this 
is the video you must see. 

If you are planning  to plant cover crops for grazing after your 2015 corn or soybean crop then check out this Guide to 
herbicide selections from Nebraska. 

Watch John Crawford talk about Healthy Soil and a Healthy World.  John Crawford is a sustainable agriculturalist and 
Professor at the University of Sydney. His projects focus on soil modeling and the social and cultural systems of food. 
  
Have you ever heard of Attra or used their website? What a great resource for all things related to agriculture.  Their 
website address ishttps://attra.ncat.org/index.php. It has tons of great articles, research papers, information sheets, 
video’s and other documents on just about any subject you can imagine. Row crops, nutrients, soil health, pasture, direct 
marketing, and livestock are just a few of the topics available.  They even have a toll-free English-language hotline 800-
346-9140 and a Spanish-language hotline 800-411-3222  that you can call for expert advice on anything. 
  
Lunch and a Movie 
Another great presentation by Gabe Brown at the Idaho Center for Sustainable Agriculture’s annual symposium. 
  
Graziers Corner 
As long as you understand that in Missouri we don’t  need nearly as much hay as they do in North Dakota you can watch 
this  greatwebinar by Jay Fuhrer on carbon cycling and hayland. 
Our rainfall simulator demonstrations are showing that hayland has almost as much runoff as short grazed 
pastures.  Most grazing operations in Missouri can get by with less than a bale per cow.  Before you crank up that mower 
and baler this summer take a hard look at what you can do to minimize your hay needs.  Your soil and your pocket book 
will thank you. 
  
Retired SCS employee throws out the first pitch at the Royals home opener. 
Not exactly soil health related but great stuff none the less.  It is doubtful that many of our current NRCS folks in Missouri 
know Dale Mitchell. He retired from his position as District Conservationist in Harrison County many years ago.  Dale was 
also a WW II veteran and a Royals fan.  He was honored yesterday by being selected to throw out the first pitch at the 
Royals home opener.  
Here is Fox News video of the Royals home opener First Pitch thrown out by Dale Mitchell. 
Kansas City Star article on Dale Mitchell throwing out the first pitch. 
  
Quote of the Month 
"It always seems impossible until it's done."-Nelson Mandela 
  
Have a great month. 
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